
Meaningful 
education reform 
must prioritize 
equitable and 
positive learning 
environments for 
our nation’s 
children.

As parents, students, educators, and 

advocates, we firmly believe that our 

nation’s “graduation rate crisis” is in re-

ality a “pushout” crisis.  

It will never be resolved, and our “achieve-
ment gap” disparities never closed, until 
our schools are called on to improve stu-
dent engagement and reduce reliance on 
exclusionary discipline.  

THE DIGNITY IN SCHOOLS CAMPAIGN 
challenges the systemic problem of push-
out in our nation’s schools and advocates 
for the human right of every child to a qual-
ity education and to be treated with dignity. 

SUCCESSFUL, SAFE, AND 
HEALTHY STUDENTS ACT 
(S. 919)(HARKIN, D-IA)

The SSHSA provides a smarter, cost-effective approach 
for supporting the health and success of students and 
schools. Like the current Safe and Drug-Free Schools 
Act, this bill provides funding for efforts to promote 
physical and mental health, address bullying and ha-
rassment through preventive and positive practices, 
counter school violence and drug-use, and improve 
school climate. Unlike current law, the SSHSA will bet-
ter target funding to the needs of districts and provide 
parents and educators the data they need to address 
issues unique to each school.  This bill includes funding 
and technical assistance for implementing positive, pre-
ventive approaches to school discipline like restorative 
justice and school wide positive behavior supports.  

DIGNITY IN SCHOOLS 
CAMPAIGN PRINCIPLES 
FOR ESEA REAUTHORIZATION

Students of color, students from low-income 
communities, and students with disabilities 
continue to be treated inequitably in the U.S. 
education system. Because the ESEA was origi-
nally passed to address just such disparities, 
Congress’s reauthorization of the ESEA must 
focus on ensuring equitable treatment of these 
groups. Anything less not only exacerbates the 
ongoing pushout crisis but also turns its back 
on the very purpose and spirit of this landmark 
legislation.
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